Leadership University Reprint

Reprinted f rom First Things: A Monthly Journal of Religion and Public Lif e¯ December 1991¯ Number 18

Poetry

(December 1991)

In A Field Of Weeds

"Man isbut a reed, the weakest in nature, but he is a thinking reed."

˙ Pascal, Pensées

Five degrees. Rough, shifting winds. Sunlight crashing

Almost audibly, skyto snow˘pack, snow˘pack to sky.

Eyes shrinkhard to their smallest stop, but winter drills in.

Brilliant splinters of ice in the air blowup and down.

In a polished field stiff weeds poke through like rustywire.

Stems and branches, anchored in ice, shake hard with gusts,

Knock stalk on stalk and litter the snow with broken reeds.

Detritus lifts in a whirl of air, then lies back down.

Hollowweeds rattle bone on bone, and the man who listens

Slowl yturnsto scan the rim of an icyzero. Acres of snow

Reach ever ywa y. Sunlight fills the blinding page.

He has come out here toread what it says, andhe thinkshe knows.

He walks back home andremembers everything;

Everything holdsin his icymirror. When words arrive

He chooses those which fabricate nothing, take nothing awa y.

I read the words on thesnowy page, and theystick like burrs.

Theyname the lterror andmake it flower. We stand together.

-Robert Schultz

Near Dawn

Tugged out of bed bya dream, he enters the world, confronts cats stalking the hallwa y, aghast at this earlywalker.

The moon, almost full, glows on thecrust of old snow.

Back in the bedroom, his wife dreams in a world that ishis to return to. Perhaps.

But for nowhe’s here bythe window, moonlight glazing theearth.

He is watching five foxes drift through theyard, gather for a moment bythe pear tree, sniffing theair, inquisitors out in the cold. Theyturn to what beckons higher up on the ridge.

˙ Eric Trethewey

Copyright © 1999 by FIRST THINGS.

Copyright/Reproduction Limitations

This data file is the sole property of Leadership University. It may not be altered or editedinany way. It may be reproduced only inits entirety f or circulation as "f reeware," without charge. All reproductions of this data file must contain the copyright notice (i.e., "Copyright © 1998 by First Things") and this Copyright/Reproduction Limitations notice.

This data file may not beused without the permission of Leadership University f or resale or the enhancement of any other product sold.

FIRST THINGS

156 Fifth Avenue, Suite 400

NewYork, NY 10010

Phone: (212) 627-1985

Email:ft@firstthings.com

W eb: http://www.f irstthings.com

Leadership University

3440 Sojourn Driv e, Suit 200

Carrollton, TX 75006

Phone: (972) 713-7130

Fax: (972) 713-7670

Email: lu@leaderu.com

W eb: http://www.leaderu.com